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Abstract

The tritium content of the river water samples from five large rivers in the
Hokuriku district in Japan were measured. The averaged tritium content of the Sho
River during April 1980 to March 1983 was 20 TU. Those of the other four rivers
ranged from 24 to 26 TU. All five rivers had a large tritium content relative to
precipitation. This suggests that the precipitation polluted by past nuclear weapon
tests is still present in the fquiferous water and is being discharged to some extent into
the rivers. The tritium content of these five rivers do not decrease during the spring
thaw, though the discharge of river water increases in this period. This suggests that
the proportion of runoff to the discharge is relatively small even during the spring

thaw.
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Fig. 2 Tritium content and discharge of Kurobe River water. —@—: Tritium content,
—: Discharge
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Fig. 3 Tritium content and discharge of Joganji River water. —@—: Tritium content,
— Discharge
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Fig. 4 Tritium content and discharge of Jinzu River water. —@—: Tritium content,
—: Discharge
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Fig. 5 Tritium content and discharge of Sho River water. —@—: Tritium content,

—: Discharge
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Fig. 6 Tritium content and discharge of Oyabe River water. —@—: Tritium content,
—: Discharge
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